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Period foV ^jJ ifl,L " VG °ATEofthis communication appears on the cov r sheet with the correspond nee address ~ 

?u S c H m^I5 a S J ATUT0RY PERI0D F0R REPLY IS SET T0 EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. " 

" oS^a^St™!* fl ^ ilabl « und ? r * e Prions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
i alter SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication ^ 

i ' I NO o e Ji° 0 d tS SPe *r i$ *T thanthi ' ty (30) day5 ' 3 re PV within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely 
■ r?SSS SKSJ^K" aBer ^ mai,i " 9 d8,e "* ~ iCaa0 "' -S» y S ^fe In! 33 '- 

Status . ' 

1 )I3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 22 March 2002 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C D 11 453 0 G 21 3 
Disposition of Claims ' 

4) S Claim(s) 1-29 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 22-29 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

j 6)S Claim(s) 1^21 is/are rejected. 

[ 7)D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

| 8 )D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

j 9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

I 10)Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim forforeign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
I a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

| 1 D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

[ 2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application Noi . 

3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staoe 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17 2(a)) 
J * See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

| 14)E Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application), 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received 
15)U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 

Attachment(s) 



1 ) Kl Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Oraftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 



4)D Interview Summary (PJO-413) Paper No(s) 

Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 
6)D Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 
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Part of Paper No. 3 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 
1 Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-21, drawn to a decorative architectural panel classified in class 428, 
subclass 195. 

II. Claims 22-29, drawn to a process for making a decorative sheeting, classified in 
class 52, subclass 519. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions I and II are related as process of making and product made. The inventions 
are distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) that the process as claimed can be 
used to make other and materially different product or (2) that the product as claimed can be 
made by another and materially different process (MPEP § 806.05(f)). In the instant case the 
panel of I can be made by applying at least one discontinuous pigmented top layer of 
fluoropolymer film having a second color prior to forming a continuous pigmented base layer of 
fluoropolymer film having a first color. 

3 . Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

4. During a telephone conversation with John S. Hendrickson on 5/23/03 a provisional 
election was made with traverse to prosecute the invention of I, claims 1-21. Affirmation of this 
election must be made by applicant in replying to this Office action. Claims 22-29 are 
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an 



withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1. 142(b), as being drawn to 
non-elected invention. 

Specification 
Priority 

Applicant has not complied with one or more conditions for receiving the benefit of £ 
earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(e) as follows: The specification must state that applicant 
claims the benefit of 60/269,246, filed on 02/16/2001, under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(e). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 4, 5, and 2 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. The phrase, "flakes of fluoropolymer film"does not make 
sense. Flakes and film are two entirely different structures. The Examiner suggests changing the 
limitation to state fluoropolymer flakes. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 

IZ 1 1 u S 6 ' if differences between the object matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that me subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary -stall in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. ' 
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8. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over USPN 
5,657,603 to'Goodhart et al. in view of USPN 6,336,988 to Enlow and et al. and USPN 
5,108,836 to Ocampoetal. 

9. Goodhart teaches sheet metal roofing such as steel or aluminum having treatments and 
surface coatings. See col. 9, lines 48-58. Goodhart teaches conventional sheet metal (panel) 
coatings are coated with 1) metal oxides such as aluminium, zinc, or zinc-aluminum alloy 
(claims 6-10) at col. 10, lines 45-49, and 2) a polymeric coating of polyvinylidene fluoride 
(fluoropolymer film at col. 10, lines 50-55 for surface protection or pigmentation (equivalent to . 
decorative textured surface). The thickness of the metal is from 0.014 - 0.35 inches (14 mils to 
35 mils) (col. 10, lines 10-20), and the thickness of the polymeric coating is between 0.03-0.08 
inches (3 to 8 mils) at col. 10, lines 54-58, meeting Applicant's claimed range from 0.5 to 42 
mils -instant claims 12 and 19. 

1 0. Goodhart is silent to teaching an additional discontinuous top layer of fluoropolymer, a 
second color forming a speckled pattern. However, Enlow teaches extrusion coating process for 
making protective and decorative films from PVF resinous pellets/flakes (resinous pellets are 
naturally flaked in form, hence equivalent to flakes) and reflective flakes dispersed in the PVF to 
form a metallic appearance (also equivalent to flakes of fluoropolymer) at col. 8, lines 15-20, 
inherently producing a speckled pattern (claims 2 and 16). Eriow teaches printing wood grain 
coats of polyvinyl fluoride pigmented coats (discontinuous fluoropolymer, also decorative and 
textured) over fluoropolymer extruded film at col. 30, lines 25-45 and may also have a second 
color coat (different color- claim 5). See also col. 7, lines 33-57. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the sheet metal roofing of Goodhart to further coat an 
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additional discontinuous fluoropolymer layer in flake form to produce a speckled, decorative, 
and textured pattern having a second color since Enlow teaches providing the aforementioned 
aesthetic modifications via extrusion coating processes to produce decorative protective coatings 
over polymeric layers/films. 

1 1 . Goodhart is silent to teaching the textured surface forms a slip resistant surface as in 
instant claim 3 and 18, however, such a property is inherent to the structure since the same 
materials are used. 

12. Goodhart is silent to teaching a substrate of polymer as in claim 13. Ocampo teaches a 
weatherable protective surfacing film. The fluoropolymer film of Ocampo may be applied to 
various substrates of metals or polymeric substrates at col. 5, lines 60-66 and also teaches it may 
cover a wall at col. 3, line 2. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify the metal sheet of Goodhart to substitute a polymeric substrate since Ocampo teaches 
interchanging metal and polymer substrates for fluoropolymer films for the purpose of providing 
a protective layer at col. 5, lines 60-66. 

13. All references are analogous art because all references are in the same field of endeavor 
such as weatherable polymeric film technology. The Examiner has provided a prima facie case 
of obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a). 

Conclusion 

14. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

• USPN 5,827,787 to White. White teaches a decorative weatherable fabric. The fabric 
has a substrate of polymer such as PVC/PVF film coated with a protective PVF polymer. 
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• USPN 6,348, 1 1 7 to Tribo et al. teaches a process of preparing textured fluoropolymer 
films. 

• USPN 4,93 1 ,324 to Ellison et al. teaches a decorative sheet material having an pigmented 
coating of reflective flakes to impart color. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tamra L. Dicus whose telephone number is (703) 305-3809. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:00-4:30 p.m., alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Cynthia Kelly can be reached on (703) 308-0449. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 746-8329 for regular 
communications and (703) 872-93 1 1 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 
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Examiner 
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